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Dear participants of the 6th Southeast Asia Update, 
 
This year’s  annual Southeast Asia Update is organized by the University of Amsterdam (UvA), in cooperation with the Royal Netherlands Institute of 
Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV), International Institute of Social History (IISG) and the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS). We are 
happy to host this event at the IISG. 
 
The Southeast Asia Update provides researchers, scholars, students and others interested in the region with a unique opportunity to: 
 get a quick update on ongoing research in the region and new research initiatives; 
 get an overview of ongoing debates and recent research on Southeast Asia; 
 listen to (and get in touch with) researchers who present research ideas, ongoing projects, new findings and hot debates; 
 meet colleagues and old friends, and make new ones; 
 extend their network of Southeast Asia scholars in the Netherlands and abroad. 
  
Throughout the Netherlands, a large number of scholars are involved in research projects dealing with Southeast Asia. Whereas those working on 
comparable subjects or in the same countries know each other well, the general academic exchange on Southeast Asia in The Netherlands and elsewhere 
remains rather limited. Therefore, the Southeast Asia Update brings researchers working on the region together on a yearly basis. 
 
This year’s Update has again succeeded in attracting a large number of academic researchers and other professionals working on Southeast Asia, both from 
the Netherlands and from abroad.  
 
We wish you an interesting and stimulating 6th Southeast Asia Update! 
 
The organizers, 
 
Gerben Nooteboom & Laurens Bakker (UvA) 
 
With support from: 
 
Willy Sier (UvA), Yayah Siegers (KITLV) & Ineke Kellij (IISG) 
  
Programme 
9.00  
 
Registration and coffee 
 
Plenary session in the Posthumus- and de Annie Adema van Scheltema room 
9.30 Henk Wals, director IISH Opening 
 
9.35 Duncan McCargo,Professor in Political Science, University of 
Leeds 
Keynote speech: Making sense of the (latest) Thai coup 
 
10.00 Gerry van Klinken Comparative project I From Clients to Citizens 
 
10.10 Edwin de Jong Comparative project II Frontiers and conflicts (title to be confirmed) 
 
10.20 Henk Schulte Nordholt Identification of regional links and key questions for debate and exploration 
 
10.30–11.00  Coffee/tea break in the foyer 
 
 
Parallel sessions  
 
 Civil society, 
democracy 
and rights in 
SEA 
Room 1 - Posthumus room 
Chair: Gerry van Klinken 
Agricultural 
futures, 
environ-
ment and 
conflict  
Room 2 - Annie Adema van Scheltema 
room 
Chair: Gerben Nooteboom 
Atrocities 
and danger 
in Asia  
Room 3 – Nicolaevsly room 
Chair tba 
11.00 Zamzam 
Faunazi 
Digital citizenship and Indonesia’s 
anti-corruption campaigns 
Kevin 
Woods 
Race and territorial politics in the making of 
agro-capitalism in reform Burma 
Raymond 
Duijssens 
Urbanization in Asia: Humanitarian 
consequences 
 
11.15 Retna 
Hanani 
Urban poor access to healthcare and 
creation of citizens in Indonesia 
Bianca 
Capasso 
Beyond the rubber? Chinese ‘control 
grabbing’ and local elite: Emerging classes 
and rural social differentiation in northern 
Laos 
 
Roanne van 
Voorst 
Flooding in Jakarta slums and 
human adaptation 
11.30 Prio 
Sambodho 
Levelling the field: How democratic 
reform shapes village citizenship 
Mohammad 
Shohibuddin 
Post conflict capitalism in the Gayo 
Highlands Aceh: The case of sugar cane 
Tamara 
Soukotta 
Segregation and peacebuilding in 
Aceh 
11.45 Budi 
Hernawan 
Gazing at a theatre of torture 
Reconstructing abject citizenship in 
Papua 
Emile 
Carmilla 
Farming futures: Smallholders (title tbc) Martha de 
Falco 
Identity, Politic and Material 
Culture in West Papua: the process 
of patrimonialization of noken 
 
12.00 Tirza van 
Bruggen 
Chinese citizenship in Indonesia Ekaningrum 
Damastuti 
Assessing community based mangrove 
management in Indonesia 
Gaffari Everyday violence in resource 
frontier 
 
12.15 Arnoud 
Zwemmer 
National states’ borders in 
cyberspace 
Bayu 
Wijayanto 
How do food standards restructure the 
relationship between 
modern retailers and small producers? 
A case study on FFV (Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetables) commodities  
in Indonesia 
 
Stephanie  
Benzaquen 
A visual history of Khmer Rouge 
atrocities: Production and 
reception of images of Democratic 
Kampuchea from 1975 to the 
present day 
12.30
–
13.45 
 
Lunch break: small Indonesian lunch in the foyer. 
Book tables and poster presentations 
 
13.00 45 minute tour ‘The IISH behind the screen’ by Aukje Letting - IISH collections.  
Participants should gather at 13.00 hours at the vide. Be in time, the number of participants is limited to 20. 
 
Parallel sessions  
 
. Connecting 
oceans, 
societies 
and 
knowledge 
in historical 
perspective 
Room 1 - Posthumus room 
Chair: Leo Douw 
Language, 
culture and 
identity 
Room 2 - Annie Adema van Scheltema 
room 
Chair: Laurens Bakker 
Re-visiting 
colonial 
heritage 
Room 3 – Nicolaevsly room 
Chair tba 
13.45 Busarin 
Lertchavalits
akul 
Shan-Thai Borderland: Modern 
historical context through flows and 
networks of migration and 
commodities 
Ali Pawiro Daughter’s condolence: In pre-burial rituals 
of Kalak Karo’s female Cawir Metua. 
Liesbeth 
Hesselink 
Nursing in the Dutch East Indies: 
from a pure female to a mainly 
male profession 
       
14.00 Jennifer 
McCallum 
Sound as a point of contact and 
conflict in 19th-century Singapore 
Tom 
Hoogervorst 
Sino-Malay: the language of popular 
culture? 
Bart 
Luttikhuis 
Dutch military actions in Indonesia 
1945-1950 
 
14.15 Hans-Dieter 
Evers 
The South China Sea as a cultural 
Area 
Jiraporn 
Laocharoen
wong 
Re-imagining refugee camps: Time, space 
and identity formation in the Thailand-
Burma borderland 
F. X. 
Widiarso 
Between East and West: 
Indonesian foreign policy in the 
first ten years of independence as 
reflected in the development of 
Indonesian Foreign Ministry (1945-
1955) 
 
14.30 William Tai 
Yuen 
Chinese business enterprises in 
Colonial Malaya, 1900-1941 
Syahril 
Siddik 
Language and culture Clara Brakel Dairi, stories and Pakpak 
storytelling 
 
14.45 Pauline van 
Roosmalen 
Creating a digital repository for 
sources on European colonial 
architecture and town planning (c. 
1850-1970) 
 
Frederique 
Trotier 
Representing Indonesia through sport: a 
comparative study of sporting events and 
their legacies 
Kathy 
Wellen 
Marriage in Bugis state formation 
15.00 Jenny Grant Imagining technologies: Biomedical 
imaging practices in Cambodia’s 
rapidly changing capital 
 
Ekaterina 
Derbilova 
Chronicles of Ayutthaya Kingdom: 
Quantitative methods  in historical research 
Wietse 
Woensdregt 
Rural transitions and return 
migration in Comal, Central Java 
15.15
-
15.30 
Coffee/tea break in the foyer 
 
 
Parallel sessions  
 
 Youth, 
identity and 
popular 
culture 
Room 1 - Posthumus room 
Chair: Roy Huijsmans 
Protest, 
resistance 
and NGO 
politics 
Room 2 - Annie Adema van Scheltema 
room 
Chair: 
Rosanne Rutten 
 
 Room 3 – Nicolaevsly room 
 
15.30 Beatriz van 
der Goes & 
Karo Batak Society Ron 
Holtzakker 
Good governance and sustainable society: 
Research programma (SInGA).  
Vera 
Damayanti 
Historical and cultural values of a 
river landscape at Banjarmasin 
Juara 
Ginting 
river city, South Kalimantan 
province, Indonesia: Opportunity 
for public participation, landscape 
planning and heritage management 
15.45 Mies Grijns Child marriage in Indonesia. A hidden 
issue? 
Sani Kosasih Role of NGOs in sustainable agriculture and 
certification in Indonesia 
 
  
16.00 Widiyani The complexity and the use of public 
space in shopping malls 
Ly Khanh 
Trinh 
'Do I have equal rights at work? Foreign 
workers in Vietnam and the enforcement of 
the new Labour Code' 
  
16.15 Syahril 
Siddik 
When Islam is on screen: The rise of 
Islamic propagation on Indonesian 
television 
 
Boris 
Verbrugge 
Regulatory ambiguity and labour 
exploitation in Philippine small-scale mining 
  
16.30 Valentine  
Becquet 
The impacts of son preference on 
fertility behavior: Two regional 
perspectives of sex ratio at birth 
imbalance in Vietnam 
 
Lisa Alano Title to be confirmed   
16.45 Roy 
Huijsmans 
Mobile phones, youth, digital 
capitalism and the mediation of 
belonging: Initial observations from a 
rural Lao-Viet borderland 
 
Siwach 
Pholpai 
The Rise of terrorism and its reflection: the 
case of Thailand 
  
17.00 
– 
18.30 
Drinks 
 
  
Practical information 
Transport 
 Arriving by plane at Schiphol Airport 
Schiphol train station is located directly below the airport. Train tickets are available from the yellow ticket machines near the baggage belts and near the 
platforms at Schiphol Plaza. Tickets are also available from the ticket offices, which are situated close to the red/white-checked cube at Schiphol Plaza. Staff 
at the ticket offices will also be able to provide you with train departure information. 
The trains to Amsterdam Central Station (Amsterdam CS) depart very frequently and the journey will take about 15 minutes. 
 
 Public transport: 
From Amsterdam Central Station: bus 22, bus stop Veelaan (as of 20-01-2014 temporarily bus stop Zeeburgerdijk). 
From Amsterdam Station Zuid: bus 65, bus stop Veelaan. 
From Amsterdam Station Muiderpoort: bus 22, bus stop Veelaan (as of 20-01-2014 temporarily Zeeburgerdijk) or walk (15 minutes walking distance; head 
east on Insulindeweg and go left on the large crossing with traffic lights. You are now on Molukkenstraat/Veelaan which leads directly to the IISH). 
From the centre of Amsterdam: tram 7 to Molukkenstraat (10 minutes walking distance), tram 10 to Van Eesterenlaan (5 to 10 minutes walking distance), 
tram 14 to Javaplein (5 to 10 minutes walking distance). 
 
 More information on the public transport website: http://9292.nl/en# 
 
Address 
International Institute of Social History (IISG) 
Cruquiusweg 31 
1019 AT Amsterdam 
Tel. +31 (0)20 6685866 
Email: ike@iisg.nl 
Website: http://socialhistory.org/ 
 
Useful telephone numbers 
Yayah Siegers: +31 (0)6 381 84 343 
Willy Sier: +31 (0)6 142 11 260 
